 Minutes for Transport Statistics Users Group (TSUG):

Thursday 2 June 2011
Room 1- 06, Clarence Court, 10.30 AM.

	Present:
	Nicola Fisher (Chair)
Central Statistics and Research Branch
Leah Ginn
Central Statistics and Research Branch
Ailish Flanagan              Central Statistics and Research Branch
Roger Holland
Roads Service Consultancy
Tracy Arlow
Transportation Policy Division
Desi McDonnell              Road Safety Branch

Bobby Carlin                   Public Transport Performance

Raymond McCullough    Ports and Public Transport
Sean Coulter                    Ports and Public Transport
Damien King                   Roads Service    

	Apologies:
	Jenny Pyper                    Regional Planning & Transport Division 

Alan Preston                   Regional Planning & Transport Division

Keith Walsh                    Ports and Public Transport

Liam McEvoy 
Roads Service Consultancy
Brian Maxwell                Roads Service
Rick Cook                       Sustrans
Naomi McLaughlin        Central Statistics and Research Branch
Sam Spence                    Central Statistics and Research Branch


	
	
	ACTION



	1.
	WELCOME / INTRODUCTIONS 

Nicola welcomed everybody to the meeting and read out apologies from TSUG members who were unable to attend. Roger expressed Liam’s apologies for being unable to attend. Everyone present gave a quick introduction of themselves. Nicola confirmed the formal separation of DRD Central Statistics and Research Branch (CSRB) and DoE Analytical Services Branch (ASB). Nicola replaced Martin Mayock as head of CSRB. 
	

	2.
	MINUTES FROM NOVEMBER MEETING
Nicola reviewed the action points from the November 2010 TSUG meeting. 
-Martin did not have an opportunity to raise topics of interest with the North-South (N/S) Group, as the N/S Group has not met since the last TSUG meeting. 
-The 2011-12 CSRB action plan has been agreed. Due to limited resources not all work areas of interest to the TSUG can be pursued in the coming year. Congestion analysis will be considered in future work programmes. 

-The impact of the recession on collision/casualty data had been suggested as a future work area for CSRB. Considering the formal separation of CSRB and ASB, this work area sits best with ASB. Martin Mayock will represent DoE ASB in future TSUG meetings and will be able to provide insight into areas of common interest. 
-Martin raised with NISRA Corporate Branch the need to advertise the merit of the National Statistic badge.  
-NISRA have published a report summarising the results of ‘the review of operation of pre-release access in Northern Ireland’.
-CCA are interested in repeating the 2006 Passenger Survey, using the same core questions. Nicola has met with DRD Ports Branch and a representative from CAA to discuss this. During the meeting it was suggested that perhaps CAA’s questions could be incorporated in the NI Passenger Survey run by the Tourist Board. However after a meeting with Central Survey Unit (CSU) NISRA and NITB, it was agreed that this survey is not suitable for incorporating the CAA questions as it only targets visitors, who are not from NI or ROI and who are staying at least one night. CSU is investigating if they can merge the NI Passenger Survey with another ongoing survey or develop a new passenger survey.
-Naomi is preparing a draft Freight Data Sources paper which collates all available sources of freight data for the All-Island Freight Form.   A stakeholder workshop will take place in Dublin Castle in September 2011. This conference will aim to identify gaps in stakeholders’ data requirements, with a final paper to be produced for the AIFF Secretariat and NSMC Dec/ Jan.
-Resources permitting CSRB will include public transport accessibility as a work area for 2011/12 work programme.
-The usefulness of the web for conducting surveys was raised at the last meeting. The web is not a viable medium due to access issues, particularly among the older age groups. Results for the Continuous Household Survey showed only 66% of people has access to the internet, with access decreasing in older age groups.
	CSU/CSRB

	3.
	TRAVEL SURVEY FOR NORTHERN IRELAND (TSNI) SUB-GROUP

Tracey provided a succinct synopsis of the most recent TSNI sub-group meeting. TPD is now the client responsible for the TSNI sub-group, but funding issues with Roads Service still remain to be resolved. The 2008-2010 TSNI headline Report will be published June 30th, with the In-depth Report to follow in December 2011. 
CSRB conducted meetings with stakeholders to identify stakeholders’ data needs from the TSNI. The proposed new questions which arose from these meetings will be entered onto a spreadsheet for each branch to consider and prioritise. Dependent on resources, popular common areas of interest will be prioritised for new questions / further analysis.  
Leah confirmed the publication dates and highlighted useful data topics to publish, with a view to examining these areas for inclusion in the Dec report. Leah highlighted the need to make the database more accessible and future plans to deposit a more accessible version of database in the University of Essex.  Roger thought more questions could not be added without incurring additional expense.
	

	4.
	NORTH-SOUTH TRANSPORT STATISICS GROUP

The North-South group met for the first time on 16 June 2010, and apart from electronic agreement of the minutes, there has been no further developments regarding this group. Five action points had been agreed in the minutes and Nicola will be contacting Steve MacFeely (CSO) regarding whether there would be another NSTSUG meeting to take forward these areas. Nicola asked TSUG members if they would be interested in attending this meeting and if there were issues they would like raised at a future meeting. The group will consider this and CSRB will check with members if/when a meeting date has been arranged.

	All/CSRB 


	5.
	NATIONAL STATISTICS ASSESSMENT

CSRB have fulfilled the 6 requirements laid out in the National Statistics assessment report. Full accreditation of the National Statistics badge was awarded to the NI Road and Rail Quarterly Bulletins, the Transport Statistics Annual and the TSNI Report in March 2011. The group had no questions regarding the process.

	

	6
	REMOVAL / ADDITION OFF DATA TABLES TO THE QUARTERLY / ANNUAL REPORTS
Leah summarised this agenda point. CSRB aim to ensure that the 3 key transport publications (Annual Report, Quarterly Reports and Travel Survey Reports) are user friendly and data relevant to users. To facilitate this, CSRB have produced a paper proposing data tables, which may not be as useful as they were originally were for removal from the reports, in order to accommodate new data tables of interest. None of the proposed tables will be removed without agreement from users of these transport statistics products. In addition, Leah outlined plans to move the publications from hardback copies to more timely (monthly where possible) online publications.

Tracey proposed that the group take the paper away with them to digest and prepare an informed response. This was agreed to by the group. The group will respond with suggestions to ‘proposed tables to remove’ / ‘proposed amendments to tables’ by the 17 June. The deadline for comments regarding the ‘proposed areas for investigation’ is August 31.  Leah will forward an email to the group confirming the response date and will also include the link to the publication website.


	

	8.
	AOB

There were no other items of business. 
	

	9.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date, time and venue of the next meeting to be confirmed but likely Jan. 2012.
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