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The purpose of the RTS is to support the 
Regional Development Strategy and to make a 
signifi cant contribution towards achieving the 
longer-term transportation vision:

“ To have a modern, sustainable, safe 
transportation system which benefi ts society, the 
economy and the environment and which actively 
contributes to social inclusion and everyone’s 
quality of life.”
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Ministerial Foreword 

As Minister for Regional Development, I am pleased to present this 
third Annual Monitoring Report on the implementation of the Regional 
Transportation Strategy (RTS).  This report focuses on progress and key 
achievements during the fi nancial year 2004/05 and looks forward to 
the proposed plans for the delivery of transportation for the region for 
2005/06.

My Department continues to be committed to the delivery of the 
RTS.  Good progress has been made, with the launch of the Belfast 
Metropolitan Transport Plan, the Regional Strategic Transport Network 
Transport Plan and further development of the Sub Regional Transport 
Plan.  An Accessible Transport Strategy has also been published.  
Together these provide a very good framework for moving forward on 
transport initiatives. 

The year 2004/05 saw some high profi le decisions and announcements 
that will have a considerable impact on the delivery of the RTS 
objectives.  Signifi cant funding was provided for the purchase of over 
300 new buses.  Translink has embarked on an ambitious programme 
to introduce new and enhanced services on its bus networks, starting 
with the Belfast “Metro” and my Department, within the “New Start” 
initiative, has been reviewing options for the regulation of bus services.

The widened section of the M1 motorway between Stockman’s Lane 
and Blacks Road was offi cially opened in August last year and is the 
fi rst phase of improvement works planned for this key strategic route.  
The M1/Westlink Project, which is due to commence early in 2006, will 
address the two remaining major sources of congestion that exist, at 
Broadway and Grosvenor Road.

There is much more to be done to bring about the transport system 
we all want in Northern Ireland.  This is not something my Department 
can achieve on its own.  We will work effectively in partnership with 
all those involved in transport services to help bring about a more 
sustainable transport future.

Shaun Woodward MP
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Figure 1 presents annual funding for rail, highways and bus 
– the major funded modes from 2001/02 up to the indicative 
allocations for 2005/06.

Financing of DRD RTS Transportation 
Initiatives

The RTS identifi es strategic transportation investment 
priorities and indicates the levels of investment required over 
the 10-year period of the strategy.

It is important to note that in relation to the levels of public 
expenditure funding for the Strategy, the outcome will be 
determined through the normal Budgetary process which 
will take account of the needs of other departments and 
decisions on priorities.  In addition, commitments to proceed 
with major capital schemes cannot be given until appropriate 
economic and other appraisals have been considered and any 
statutory procedures satisfactorily concluded.
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Figure 2 presents total funding for rail, highways and bus 
for the 4 years 2002/03 to 2005/06 (fi gures for 2005/06 are 
indicative) and simple ‘straight-line’ RTS fi gure (calculated as 
4/10 of total RTS proposed funding).
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Figure 3 presents pie charts to enable comparison of the 
percentage share by mode between the total proposed RTS 
funding 2002-12 (Fig 3a) and the total allocations for 2002/03 
to 2005/06 (fi gures for 2005/06 are indicative) (Fig 3b).

Detailed tables setting out the cost of initiatives by mode can 
be found at Appendices 1 and 2. 



Proposed RTS 
Funding (£m) 

2002/03-
2011/12

2001/02 
Outturn

2002/03 
Outturn

2003/04 
Outturn

Provisional 
2004/05 Out-

turn

Initial 
Allocation 
2005/06

Total Indica-
tive Alloca-

tion 2002/03 
- 2005/06 

(£M)

Total Indicative 
Allocation 2002/03 
- 2005/06 as % of 

the RTS

Theoretical  
 ‘Straightline’  

RTS   2002/03 - 
2005/06(£M)4

ALL MODES
Research, monitoring and review 10.0 4.0
Sub-Totals 10.0 4.0

WALK/CYCLE1

Traffi c calming 41.7 1.5 1.9 2.0 2.6 2.4 8.9 21.2% 16.7
Making it easier to walk 27.0 1.1 1.3 1.7 2.7 2.4 8.1 30.1% 10.8
Making it easier to cycle 11.9 0.5 0.8 0.8 1.0 0.8 3.4 28.2% 4.8
Improved accessibility 5.7 0.7 0.6 0.5 0.7 0.5 2.3 39.6% 2.3
Promoting sustainable modes 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.2 110.0% 0.1
Sub-Totals 86.5 3.9 4.6 5.1 7.0 6.1 22.8 26.4% 34.6

RAIL
Public Service Obligation 140.0 16.6 17.8 18.5 20.9 21.2 78.4 56.0% 56
Concessionary fares 18.5 1.5 2.0 1.9 2.1 2.3 8.3 44.9% 7.4
Infrastructure maintenance 27.7 8.3 6.0 1.3 0.3 0.5 8.1 29.2% 11.1
Rolling stock maintenance 38.6 0.0 0.0 1.5 0.1 2.5 4.1 10.6% 15.4
Other NITHC costs 4.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 1.6
Railways Task Force Consolidation 129.0 24.4 38.3 17.6 44.5 24.0 124.4 96.4% 51.6
Halt in/near Templepatrick 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.2
Replacement of Castle Class rolling stock 11.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 4.6
Retain existing rail network; provide new train 85.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.4 3.4 4.0% 34.3
Enhance rail capacity 24.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 9.8

Additional Enterprise services 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 2.0
Access improvements at/to rail stations 9.4 0.1 0.2 0.4 1.4 2.8 4.8 50.7% 3.8
Promoting sustainable modes 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.4
Refurbishment of rail stations 6.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 1.0 15.9% 2.5
**NEW** Other Rail Capital Projects 1.0 0.8 0.0 1.0 22.6 24.4 0.0
Sub-Totals 501.6 51.9 65.1 41.2 70.3 80.3 256.9 51.2% 200.6

HIGHWAYS (Freight, Cars, Buses, Taxis and Powered Two-Wheelers)1

Road maintenance (structural) 780.4 54.3 64.9 83.4 73.8 58.5 280.6 36.0% 312.2
Accident remedial schemes 34.8 1.7 1.6 2.0 2.6 2.4 8.5 24.5% 13.9
Conventional traffi c management3 58.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 23.4
Routine maintenance 321.0 39.2 40.2 44.4 42.6 43.3 170.5 53.1% 128.4
Park & Share 4.0 0.2 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.2 5.5% 1.6
Car parking maintenance 40.0 4.5 4.6 4.5 4.8 4.8 18.7 46.7% 16.0

Bridge strengthening 50.0 9.9 6.7 5.2 12.3 11.1 35.3 70.6% 20.0
Network management costs 380.7 38.9 40.6 42.4 54.5 55.9 193.4 50.8% 152.3
Network development schemes3 32.1 6.4 6.2 8.6 21.7 12.7 49.2 153.3% 12.8
Street lighting capital programme 16.5 4.0 4.2 4.5 8.8 6.4 23.9 144.6% 6.6
Improved travel information 11.6 1.8 0.9 1.7 1.7 1.5 5.8 50.1% 4.6
Strategic highway improvements 427.0 9.5 30.9 35.6 48.0 57.6 172.1 40.3% 170.8
Car parking capital programme 7.5 0.5 0.6 0.4 0.6 0.5 2.1 27.5% 3.0
Enhanced facilities for taxis 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.2
Promoting sustainable modes 4.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 2.2% 1.8
Priority lanes 2.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.8
Car Parking 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 2.0
** NEW** Other Roads Service 14.0 4.6 4.6 8.4 8.9 26.5 0.0
Sub-Totals 2176.1 184.9 205.0 237.4 279.9 263.7 986.9 45.4% 870.4

BUS
Enhanced facilities for buses 5.3 0.3 0.4 0.9 0.0 0.0 1.2 22.9% 2.1
Fuel Duty Rebate 70.0 7.5 7.6 7.8 8.1 8.4 31.9 45.6% 28.0
Concessionary fares 145.5 11.2 13.4 14.4 15.3 16.5 59.6 41.0% 58.2
Other NITHC costs 16.0 1.0 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.9 3.4 21.3% 6.4
Bus replacement programme 145.5 1.7 7.7 5.7 1.7 13.5 28.6 19.7% 58.2
Public transport information 10.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 2.9% 4.0
Quality Bus Corridors (QBCs) 1st Phase 43.3 0.5 0.0 0.3 8.7 6.3 15.3 35.4% 17.3
Quality Bus Corridors (QBCs) 2nd phase -        
Frequency increases2

20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 8.0

Bus based Park & Ride 1st Phase 22.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 1.0 4.4% 9.1
Bus based Park & Ride 2nd Phase2 12.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 4.8
Transport Programme for People with Disabilities 12.0 0.8 0.7 0.8 1.0 1.6 4.1 34.2% 4.8
Promoting sustainable modes 1.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 0.5
Refurbishment of Ulsterbus stations 9.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 3.9 4.9 53.8% 3.6
Bus stop and access facilities on QBCs 13.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 5.4
Bus priority 1.6 0.0 0.1 0.4 0.5 0.6 1.6 98.8% 0.6
Goldline frequency increases2 10.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.0 4.0 40.0% 4.0
Access improvements at Ulsterbus stations 3.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 1.4
Additional bus services within towns 30.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 12.2
Rural Transport Fund 18.0 1.6 1.7 2.0 2.1 2.8 8.6 47.8% 7.2
Demand responsive transport services 31.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.0 4.0 12.7% 12.6
New ‘small’ vehicle fi xed route public transport 
services

4.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0% 1.9

**NEW** Bus Route Subsidy 0.0 0.3 1.4 1.7 2.5 5.9 0.0
**NEW** NILGOSC 1.9 1.9 0.0
**NEW** Other Bus Capital Projects 2.3 1.8 0.0 2.1 2.0 5.9 0.0
Sub-Totals 625.0 26.9 34.8 34.5 43.0 69.9 182.2 29.1% 250.3

Rapid Transit
Commencement of Rapid Transit Network 100.0 40.0
Sub-Totals 100.0 40.0

Public Transport Policy and Planning
Rapid Transit Viability Assessment Project 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Public Transport Regulatory Body 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.5
Departmental Support for PT (PPTD) 0.9 1.2 1.3 1.7 1.8 6.0
Departmental Support for PT (RPTD) 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.3
Sub-Totals 0.9 1.3 2.0 1.7 1.8 6.8

Total Transportation 3500.0 268.5 311.8 320.1 401.9 421.8 1455.6 41.6% 1400

1 Network management costs for initiatives provided by the Additional Funding are subsumed into the costs of those initiatives.
2 Preliminary allocations to be confi rmed by Transport Plans and the work of the Transport Research, Data Monitoring and Modelling Unit.
3 Conventional traffi c management has been combined with Network development schemes in the presentation of Outturn Costs, Allocations and comparisons with RTS.
4  Whilst it is appreciated it was never intended to implement 10% of each initiative in each of the 10 years covered by the RTS, this column has been included for comparative purposes.
All funding values are quoted in rounded form which may lead to apparent minor inaccuracies in summations.

Appendix 1 Regional Transportation Strategy for Northern Ireland 2002-2012 - Cost of Initiatives by mode




