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Geraldine O'Neil l .
Sub-Regional Transport PIan team,
Transportation Unit,
Roads Service. D.R.D.,
Room 3-29, Clarence Court,
I 0-l 8, Adelaide Street,
Belfast. BT2 8GB.

l o'h July, 2006.

Dear Madam.

Draft Sub-Regional Transport Plan 2015 - Omaeh.

Having received a copy of the above plan some time ago, we had some difficulty in
finding an address to send our reply. We eventually found it on the internet and would
be glad if you would accept the enclosed as the reply of the Omagh Cycling Initiative
which rgpresents all cyclists in the Omagh Town area. lt is actually the same letter and
ideas which we have sent to all Councillors in this area.

We trust our proposals will be included in the final draft of the plan.

Yours 5incerely. 
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\og lH.  Mi ice l l .
Chairman Omagh Cycling Initiative.
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Chairman
Noel Mitchell
8 Knockgleenan Avenue
Ornagh
BT790Dt)

\ ,  > - * . { ' t '  - /

*\o;;.-"r'



OMAGH
CYGLING
INITIATIVE

TO: Al l  Counci l lors.  Omash Disrr ic t  Counci l

12 . lune 2006

Dear Counci l lor ,

Draf t  Sub-reg ional  Transpor t  P lan 2015 -  Omagh
Comments  by  Omagh  Cyc l i ng  I n i t i a t i vc

Onagh Cyci ing In i t ia t ive (OCI)weicomes the Draf t  Sub-RegionalTransport  Plan 2015 rvhich inc iudes

propJsals for b-etter and safbr provision for cyclists including continuous cycie networks. OCI

,"pi.r.nt, all cyclists including leisure cyclists and children in the Omagh area and is aware that many

more people would use bicycles to get intoand through ourtown centre if safe facil i t ies were to be

provi ied. 'OCI bel ieves thai  any r .u i . r "  o f  t ' ransport  p lanning must  inc lude carefu l  considerat ion of

c1,c1 is ts  needs.

Cood fac i l i t ies are a l ready in  p lace in  Omagh.  Examples arethe Gort in  and Cookstorvn Roads,  the r iver

paths and some shared cyc ie lpedestr ian footpaths.  However these are not  l inked and no ex is t ing cyc le

ioute leads in to the town centre. We would urge Omagh District Council to do all that jt can to ensure

that  the proposecl  Transport  Plan 2015 wi l l replace the present  p iecemeal  cyc l ingprovis ion wi th good

linked up routes into and out ofthe to$n centre. These would benefit shoppers, rvorkers,

schoolclt i lciren, tourists and leisure cyclists as well as giving improved benefit to prams and

rvheelch airs.

Omagh town needs a more strategic approach to cycling provision, particularly to enable cyclists to

safely access the town centre. OCI beiieves that the present provision ofdesignated shared paths needs

to be extended alongside, or complenlentary fo, all routes feeding into Omagh town cenfre Such

provision rvould greatly reduce the risks to cyclists and also benefit walkers, parents lvith prams and

ivheeiciiair users. It is also jn l ine rvith the Cycle-to-school programmes.

OCI hopes that yo6 can personally support our views and help to have these incorporated into the

omagh District section of the final Sub Regional Transport Plan 2015.

To assist you we have listed on thelack-glthls_!9t1er sonle presen

;n . f f i ou . l d l i ke tosp " i r i o *a tg rea te r l eng thabou t thesemat te rsp lease
;;t".t *.-t the above address or telephone number'

S incerely'

Cha  i r n ta  n

Noel  Mi tchei l
8 Knockgreenan Avenue

Omagh
BTT9()DD

Phone:02882243692
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Noel  Mi tche l l
Chairman
Please sec  A PPE ND I  { -cYer /



APPEIYDIX

Omagh Cycling Initiative

Suggest ions  fo r  cyc l ing  improvements  in  Omagh town.

Omagh Cycl ing In i t ia t ive bel ieves that  there should be a st rategical lyco.ord inated and wel l -mainta ined
nenvork of shared paths to accommodate c,vclists, pedestrians and rvheelchair users. Many existing
fgotn3ths can be upgraded or simply mart<ed at l i tt ie cost. The rugg.rrlon, below have been chosen tohighlight the problems and possible solutions and should be r.enli that context. In particular, oCIbelieves that an increase in cycling activity in omagh wil l enhance its environment and make asignificant conrribution to "safe routes to school" for most of our local schoolchildren.

Provide safe, marked cycle routes on the roads or joint cycldpedestrian pavements on theDubiin, Derry, Tamraght Roads'ail of which are main arteries into and out of omagh.

convert the present footpaths arong Drumragh Avenue to designated shared paths frornthe Counly Hall to Slevin's corner rvith a TJucan crosslng to continue the route to theto\!n centre.

A shared path already exists on the Dromore Road alongside ASDA but this ends
abruptly at KentuckT Fried Chicken. we suggest that this be continued into torvn and tothe schools in that area.

There should be a shared path or marked safe route from cranny Bridge arong the
Hospital Road to the Swinging Bars roundabout,.with suitable .y"t" . iorlngs. This cycleprovision should also be continued along Campsie into tire town'centre. These would join
up with present (currently isolated) new stretches of shared path*ayai crevenagh Roadand King James Bridge.

The Cookstown Road cycle path should be continued fiom the Arleston Road roundabout
to the Swing Bars roundabout ,  thus c los ing another  un_jo inted l ink.

There should be a shared path or.cycle lane provided at the entrance to the Grange to
continue the present Gortin Road pathway aiongside Mounqoy noaa to the Bus Station
and the town centre.

Follorving flom (6) above, there should be a shared path l ink l iom the Counry Hall to theShowgrounds Retail Park.

A shared path should be provided to l ink Strathroy housing Estates with the Gortin Road
cycle path.

A shared path to be provided lrom Lisnamallard to Kil lyclogher vil lage

winters lane to be upgraded to provide a cycle and pedestrian l ink with the Crevenagh
Road cycle path. OCI is strongly opposed to any suggestion that Winter's Lane should be
upgraded to take vehicle traffic. This rvould be unsafe, unxecessary, detrimental to the
area and is opposed by most local residents.
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