
Q * r l

.::..'|}.:,.

20 June 2006

Geraldine O'Neill
Sub-Regional Transporl Plan Team
Transoortation Unit
Roads Service
Department of Regional Development
Room 3 - 29, Clarence Court
10 - '18 Adelaide Street
Belfast
BT2 8GB
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Dear Ms O'Neill

DRAFT SUB.REGIONAL TMNSPORT PLAN 2015

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Sub-Regional Transport Plan 2015.

The Northern lreland Tourist Board (NITB) welcomes the commitment from the Department of
t23'19m over the period to deliver the Sub-Regional Transport Plan (SRTP). This commitment
will be of benefit to both residents and visitors through improved and enhanced transporl
infrastructure.

NITB, in conjunction with key partners, is currently delivering the Strategic Framework for
Action 2004 -2007 (available at rvww nilb ccn: ) which sets out the most effective response to
the challenge of attracting visitors, increasing the competitiveness of tourism businesses and
creating effective communication within the industry. A key element of the Framework is visitor
servicing which sits under Programme Area 4 of the Framework but which crosses all areas
within it.

In order to deliver and encourage high quality visitor servicing across the industry, NITB put in
place in 2004 a Visitor Servicing Strategy for Northern lreland (available at
rvww nrtb co.r,Lvrsitorlgrucino ) This Strategy and associated user Manual details best practice
and guidelines for those involved in the tourism industry. Transport and the associated sectors
such as vralking and cycling are covered in detail in the Strategv.

NITB also currently liaises closely with DRD Roads Service in relation to Tourist Signing. The
two organisations have an agreed joint policy which is available at
Uryyv"Jljilgryyl5piggry ln terms of signage in general and destination signage, NITB
hopes that the needs of visitors unfamiliar with perhaps the signage hierarchy and language
will be considered.
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ln terms of the ProPosed measures:

WalUGYcle Measures

.NITBwe|comesthe fur therupgradeandenhancemento f thepedest r iannetworK

.N|TBfu l l ysuppor ts the fur therprov is ionofcyc le rou tesandcyc lepark ingatbus
and railstations

oNITBhopestha t the fac i l i t y tocar ryequ ipmentonbusesandt ra inseg.b ikeswi | l
be addressed

o In terms of the provision of national and local walking and cycle trails., NlrB would

suggest tnai ono to liaise ctosety witn the countryside Access and Activities

Network (CAAN) and Sustrans

HighwaY Measures

oN|TBWelcomestheproposa |s to lessentheef fec tso f t ra f f i cprob lemsandd i rec t
traffic from high pedestrian flows

.NITBa lsowe|comestheDRD,scommi tment toprov id ingcongest ionre l ie f to
environntentally sensitive areas which are often key visitor sites

Related to this area is NlTB',s ongoing discussions of the Draft Strateqic overview of coastal

Routes and Tourist Driving Trails in nortnern f reianO ZOOO - 2013'in ioniunction with Roads

service of DRD .no ro..i"rtrr.hotders, r n.u. ,tt..n.o a copy of the Draft Plan at Annex A

for information.

Parking Measures

.N lTBfu l l ysuppor ts theproposa lsse t in th issec t ion .TheBoardwou lda lso
highlightihe need for the provision of tourist information within car parks

Public TransPort Measures

.NITBfu | l ysuppor ts theprov is ionofandencouragement fo rbo thres identsano
visitors to use Public transPon

o|n termsof theupgradeofbuss topsNITBwou|dencouraqeDRDtocons ider the
prouirio*iulitoiintormatio. rit[.r.'ir.iiitres. NITB is [een to iiaise closely with

DRD and Translink to deliver this opportunity

. Again inineieturbishment.f b;;;; train stations NITB is keen to discuss the

Piovision of visitor information
o 4ot tne S maior inter-regional gateways I F!9;:11(p'34) are on the rail transport

network. Rail is a quick, safe,"eco-friendly method of transporting visitors around

Northernlre|andandmustcontinuetobeimprovedandresourced.



Taxi lfieasures

o Taxis are much used by visitors especially in major towns and cities. NITB
supports this development of well located and organised taxi ranks

o The monitoring of illegal unlicensed taxis is a key issue and should continue to be
addressed

RuralAreas

. NITB supports the provision of new facilities and upgrade of existing infrastructure

Open Countryside

c NITB would highlight the developnrent of Signature Projects and Winning Themes
within the Strategic Framework. lt is important that visitors have access to these
facilities and recreational opportunities via public transport

. NITB also hopes that the facility to carry luggage and specialist equipment eg.
mountain bikes will be considered

o NITB welcomes the new Demand Responsive Transport service and hopes it will
be extended to visitors

Another key areas that NITB would like to highlight is the ongoing delivery by NITB and
Translink of recommendations made within the Review of Public and Private Transport for
Tourists (2005) canied out by PricewaterhouseCoopers for the Department of Enterprise,
Trade and lnvestment. NITB is due to meet consultants this week undertaking a Review of the
Rural Transpotl Fund on behalf of DRD to discuss the future of the Rambler Service and other
associated areas.

ln summary, NITB welcomes DRD's innovative and positive commitment to the development of
measures to supporttransport, both public and private, in Northern lreland. NITB hopes to
work closely with DRD and other key partners to deliver some areas of mutual interest.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Sub-Regional Transport Plan.

Yours sincerely

,*--f .-
, / \,-/ ALAN CLARKE

Chief Executive
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DRAFT
Annex A

A STRATEGIC OVERVIEW OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF COASTAL ROUTES
AND TOURIST DRIVING TRAILS IN NORTHERN IRELAND

2006 - 201 3

Background

Under Section 4.1.4 of the Northern lreland Tourist Board (NITB) and Roads Service,
Department of Regional Development joint pol icy "Tourist Signing in Northern lreland
(2004) there is scope for the provision of White on Brown Tourist Signing routes and
trai ls which have been agreed between Roads Service HQ and NITB.

The Northern lreland Visitor Servicing Strategy (2004) considered the area of driving
trai ls in Section 8.3 (and in the Visitor Servicing Manual under Section 7). In
summary, the strategy highlighted several key points:

. Strategic routes have not yet been developed in Nl

. Local routes have been developed sparsely and have not demonstrated
signif icant usage

r There is recommendation that several major internationally known car
touring routes are developed

In discussions with Roads Service, they have highlighted the need for a strategic
approach to the provision of these routes to be agreed between the two
organisations. Therefore, the purpose of this paper is to set a plan for the
development and implementation of strategic routes and trai ls in Nl for the period
2006 - 2013. The t ime period also f i ts with the ongoing development of NlrB's
Product Development Strategy. lt is envisaged that the development of these trails
will be a key product within the Product Development Strategy in terms of associated
facilities and infrastructure.

Strategic Framework for Action 2004 - 2007

The Strategic Framework for Action 2OQ4 - 2007 (SFA) sets out 5 Signature Projects
which have the capabil i ty to deliver international "stand out" for Northern lreland.

. Giant's Causeway lAntrim and Causeway Coast area
o Titanic (Marit ime)/ Belfast
. The Walled City of Derry
. Christ ian Heritage / Saint Patrick
. Mournes National Park area
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The major driving routes into and out of Northern lreland to the Republic of lreland
are detai led on the map below highlighting their spatial relationship to the Signature
Projects.
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Strategic Routes

It is proposed that a 4 phased approach be adopted for the implementation of routes

over the period. While there are potential ly many loops and trai ls off the main routes

(as with if'" g on the Causeway Coastal Route), for legibility and to try and avoid

confusion for the purpose of this paper only the major route wil l  be highlighted.

Phase l- Causeway Coastal Route ( implementation 2006)

one of the key recommendations of the causeway coast and Glens Tourism

Masterplan wis the development of a tourist trai l  designed to help spread the

benefits of tourism derived from the Giant's causeway around the region. The

causeway coastal Route was devised, market tested and a technical report

prepared and it  is now due for implementation during summer 2006. In an attempt to

provide strategic network linkages to the Signature Projects of Titanic (Maritime)
'Belfast, 

Giantb Causeway / Antrim and Causeway Coast and Walled City of Derry,

and to the Causeway, the trail was extended to include Belfast and Londonderry.
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In a strategic context and in a perfect world, it was envisaged that the next stage in

the develo-pment of strategic touring routes for Nl would be the creation and

lmplementation of the MoJrnes Coistal Route connecting the Mournes National Park

project with Titanic /Belfast and therefore creating a total coastal trail around Nl

incorporatin g 4 of the 5 Signature Projects with direct access from Dublin and

Donegall.

However, due to the t imescales involved in development of the National Park i t  is

suggested that NITB progresses immediately with the development and

im[i-ementation of the Christ ian Heritage / St. Patrick's trai l ,  although sett ing the

development of this trail in the context of the Mournes Coastal Route to avoid
potential confusion in terms of visitor servicing and signage issues.

\Caueeway Coast



Phase l l-  St. Patrick's Trai l  ( implementation 2008)

The St. Patrick's Trail differs from the others in the sense that it is a "product trail" as
opposed to either a clear "coastal route" or "scenic drive". However, the product has
been ful ly market tested and associated feasibi l i ty work carried out. The trai l  has ful l
mult i  council  and stakeholder support. This trai l  is essential in terms of l inking
Signature Projects and creating the ful l  potential touring picture for Nl.

\Caueeway Coasl
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Phase l l l -  Mourne Coastal Route ( implementation 2010)

As stated above, the Mourne Coastal Route ties in the Mourne National Park into the
Coastal Trai l .  l t  is strategical ly important in the sense that i t  provides a chance to l ink
directly from Dublin via Newry. Once in Newry, visitors would have a choice of
whether to follow the Coastal Route or the main ,A1 to Belfast or potentially
highlighting the St. Patrick's Trai l .
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Phase lV - Fermanagh / Sperrins Trai l  ( implementation 20121

The ongoing development of Destination Fermanagh and the opportunity to provide
linkages with the Derry Signature Project through a scenic Sperrins Route should
also be considered in the long term. In terms of l inkages with Armagh, that has yet to
be considered but could possibly be done so in a cross border context potential ly
opening funding opportunit ies.

\Caureway Coaal
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NITB is aware that there are several car touring trails and scenic routes in existence
ie. the Carleton Trial, Bronte Homeland and several scenic driving routes through the
Sperrins. l t  is anticipated that NITB and Roads Service wil l  review the strategic
benefits and performance of these existing routes in the context of the development
of these new routes and trai ls to assess their suitabi l i ty and viabil i ty.

In a strategic context this ensures that all 5 Signature Projects, and Fermanagh, are
interlinked creating a natural "flow" from one to the next North to South, East io West.
The use of tourist signage ensures that all projects are easily located and that other
main attractions and facilities are signed from the routes in a series of loops or trails.
In effect, NITB has created a strategic car touring route and "web" of associated
loops and trai ls around Northern lreland l inking al l  Signature Projects and major
areas of tourism interest.

Whilst this paper sets out the strategic context of car touring routes, it is important to
note that each route will be subject to a feasibility report, market testing and a
detai led technical study. The implementation of the route wil l  be subject to f inancial
resources made available to NITB and match funding being forthcoming from the
local councils.

I



\Caueeway Coast

Walled City
otOerry 1l

Destination
Fermanagh I


