Minutes for Transport Statistics Users Group (TSUG):

Thursday 21 January 2010
Room 1- 06, Clarence Court, 14:00 PM.
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	                                                             ACTION

	1
	Welcome/Introductions.
Martin welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the group and explained that setting it up had been prompted by a meeting with RPTD.  The aim of the group is to give advice on what statistical information on transport is available and to gain a better understanding of what extra information is out there but not currently utilised.  Also to find out what information is needed by policy colleagues and to develop products to match those needs. This not only covers the content of publications but also their format and dissemination. 

This group will try stretching to meet wider user needs, possibly including external users, when it has had time to become established.


	

	2

3
4

5
	Draft Terms of Reference (TSUG 1).

The draft terms of reference (TSUG 1), outlining the role and purpose of the group, were discussed and agreed.

Martin feels that one of the main objectives of this group is to try and anticipate the future needs of our users based on emerging policy. The group should make a list of data requirements and ideas for future developments.  CSRB will then consider these ideas and work through them, subject to staff resources. Other considerations are to check whether sufficient comparative data are available and also whether new data collections need to be instigated.
Group membership was discussed and it was agreed that it should remain internal for the time being, consisting of staff from CSRB and other key user groups from departmental 
directorates and agencies with an interest in or responsibility for transport policy. Other possible members were discussed and it was decided to invite someone from DOE Road Safety and Transport Reform Unit to join.

The group will initially try and meet twice a year to start and this may be reduced to once a year when the group is established. Contact between meetings will be via correspondence. It is anticipated that the sub-groups created from the main TSUG will probably meet more regularly.

Overview of Existing Transport Statistics Outputs/Publications (TSUG 2).
Ailish outlined the contents of handout TSUG 2 which summarises the outputs/publications that are already available to our users.  Some of the group were unaware that these data are available though our outputs/publications. There are a number who would go directly to the data suppliers to ask for information.  They will check to see if the data they normally request is available in the publication.

It was agreed that we need to raise the profile of our publications and their contents.  One suggestion is to put a notification on the DRD Intranet site when they are published. 
Potential Data Sources & Issues (TSUG 3).

Leah outlined the contents of handout TSUG 3 which highlights potential data sources that are currently available that are either not used or are only partially used. There is also a list of areas that could be explored further.  There was some discussion about extra data sources not included in the handout and data that the group would find useful.
The group highlighted the following extra data sources:

PPTD hold data on the Door-2-Door transport scheme and Rural Transport Fund (community transport).  Note that PPTD rather than Translink hold the data on the Concessionary Fares Card Management system.
DOE survey of school buses (particularly relating to safety e.g. 3 children sitting in seats meant for 2 etc.) 

The group would find the following data useful (see also item 6):

PPTD would like data on the number of people from Northern Ireland flying from airports in the Republic of Ireland and where they are going to. It would also be useful to know why they are not flying from NI - cheaper flights, destination not available from NI?
RPTD and TPD felt information on port freight (published by DETI) should be published in CSRB’s Annual Transport Statistics.
RPTD and TPD would like data from the Concessionary Fares Card Management System on a quarterly basis.

RPTD would find information to monitor the method of travelling to school useful for the Regional Transportation Strategy.

RPTD and TPD would like information on car CO2 emissions using tax class as a proxy. Roads Service would like to get information on air quality and emissions with a breakdown into urban and rural.  

Roads Service feels that corroborative data to the Vehicle Kilometres Travelled (VKT) survey on annual vehicle mileage would be useful.  For older cars, this information should be available from annual MOT tests carried out by the DVA (mileage is logged at the time of the test) and could even be cross-tabbed with other variables such as tax class.

Overall, it was felt that there should be better explanation of how to use/not to use more technical data such as around CO2 emissions and VKT. Martin agreed that the provison of such metadata in publications is an area that needs to be improved 

Travel Survey – Sub-Group.
Martin explained that one of the outcomes of a recent review of the Travel Survey for Northern Ireland (TSNI) was to form a TSNI steering group.  It had been decided that once the first meeting of the TSUG was held, a sub group for the TSNI would be formed. 

The Travel Survey Sub-Group will be chaired by Liam McEvoy as the relevant policy lead. The aim of the group will be to ensure the survey is meeting user needs with both the data being collected and the data being reported. It will also consider sample size and funding issues. This sub-group will report its findings to the main TSUG.


	ACTION

CSRB to invite DOE Road Safety, Trevor 
Robinson to talk to Brian White regarding a representative from Transport Reform Unit

CSRB to consider how to raise the profile of its publications
ACTION

CSRB to talk to Trevor Robinson regarding data PPTD hold
CSRB to examine the group’s requirements (including points in items 6, 7 & 8) and come up with an action plan
CSRB to look into adding a table on Port Freight to the NI Transport Statistics Annual Publication
ACTION

Liam McEvoy/Roads Service to establish TSNI sub group and set up a first meeting of the group 

	6
7

8

9


	User Needs – Round Table.
RPTD felt that information on congestion on inter-urban routes would be useful to a wide variety of users.  They had found information in Great Britain regarding congestion and journey times.  Road Service mentioned that they currently conduct a journey time’s survey every 2 years.  RPTD receive summary information from this.  They would look into producing a further breakdown for key transport corridors for RPTD.  Roads Service indicated that the congestion statistics produced for England were more technical.
Another possible method of capturing journey time data would be through the number plate recognition technology used to work out vehicles’ average speeds.  However, this is only available on a limited number of routes.
Roads Service also mentioned satellite navigation technology being used to assist the collection of journey time/congestion information. 
Bus speeds in Belfast are monitored by Translink through GPS tracking.
Robust information on travel patterns into and out of Belfast would be welcomed (cordon survey was designed for a specific purpose). The Labour Force Survey and some analysis carried out by Oxford Economics were cited as possible sources.

Unmet need was mentioned as a current information gap. The TSNI gathers some information on this but another useful piece of information would be accessibility of bus stops/train stations (distance to nearest, frequency of service) especially for rural areas. Not all of this information is required by Translink for its day to day business and is therefore not collected by them.  However, it could be available from commercial organisations which produce GIS based products such as MVA’s Accession software.
External User Survey.
Martin emphasised that whilst there were no external users currently on the group, it was important that we were not too inward looking and attempted to get a handle on external user needs. Martin outlined plans for a readership survey on CSRB’s current transport publications which would cover both internal and external customers (separately identified).  The group agreed that the survey is necessary.  They suggested the survey could list the current products, ask how useful they are and ask what other data the customer would find useful.  The questionnaire will be circulated to the group for comments prior to issue. 
Other suggestions were to add a comments section to the CSRB internet site and issue a feedback form with publications.
Transport Statistics – National Statistics Re-Assessment.
The annual Transport Statistics publication and the quarterly Road and Rail Transport Statistics bulletins are badged as National Statistics.  This means that they are subject to the Code of Practice for Official Statistics and we need to consult with our user base before making any major changes to the publications.

Both publications are being formally assessed in May by an independent Office for National Statistics (ONS) assessment team to ensure that they meet the Official Statistics standards. We will be asked to provide a comprehensive portfolio of evidence of this. No one has yet lost their National Statistics badge although, as a result of this process, one can expect a series of recommendations to be implemented before being reaccredited. There will be a big resource commitment in meeting these recommendations but ultimately the exercise will benefit all users and will also inform the CSRB action plan. 
North-South Transport User Group (TSUG 4).
Steve MacFeely from the Central Statistics Office in the Republic of Ireland contacted CSRB about setting up a North-South Transport Statistics User Group. An outline of the terms of reference for this group appears in handout TSUG 4.  

It was agreed that the group should concentrate on data/statistics not policies or setting priorities as these could be different in each country. This group will provide a forum for the sharing/harmonisation of transport data and methodologies between North and South.  There is also the possibility of working on joint projects.  This should provide better statistics to both policy makers and the wider community.
TPD are interested in having a representative on this group, as are PPTD (Trevor Robinson put his name forward). It was also suggested that someone preparing transport plans for border areas would be worth inviting.
The draft ToR were agreed by the group but it was pointed out that these also had to be endorsed by the equivalent RoI user group. The NI group would be notified of any material changes resulting.
	Brian Maxwell to contact Alison McQueen regarding journey times data
CSRB to investigate GB congestion data source and whether NI equivalent available/feasible

CSRB to investigate alternative sources
ACTION

CSRB to investigate transport accessibility data
CSRB to produce readership survey questionnaire and circulate to the group.

CSRB to consider feedback options

ACTION



	10
	AOB.
None.
	

	11
	Date of next meeting.
The next meeting will be held in October. The date will be confirmed closer to the time.
	


Page 1 of 6

