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Dear Geraldine

Please see attached comments from the Londonderry Chamber of Commerce on the
Draft Sub-Regional Transport Plan 2015.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any additional information.
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Chief Executive
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RESPONSE FROM LONDONDERRY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE TO:
DRAFT SUB.REGIONAL TRANSPORT PLAN 2O15

The Londonderry chamber of commerce welcomes the opportunity to
comment  on the Depar tment  for  Regional  Development 's  Draf t  Sub-Regional
Transpor t  P lan,  2015.

The Chamber wishes to  acknowledge at  the outset  the cons iderable hard
work, effort  and attent ion to detai l  put in by off ic ials in the Department for
Regional Development to produce a transport plan for 29 ci t ies and towns
wi th in  Nor thern I re land vary ing in  s ize f rom populat ions of  5 ,000 to  a lmost
91,000.

The Chamber however  has a number  of  fundamenta l  cr i t ic isms of  th is  draf t
sub-reg ional  t ranspor t  p lan,  Much of  th is  cr i t ic ism is  d i rected at  those
responsible for strategic pol icy decisions and for determining the constraints
and f rameworks wi th in  th is  sub-reg ional  p lan was to  be drawn up.  However
i t  must be noted that whi le the draft  SRTP contains a certain amount of
in format ion for  a l l  areas,  the technica l  supplement  for  Derry  is  inadequate
and lack ing in  deta i l .

We are informed that the draft  plan was prepared taking account, inter al ia,
of the Regional Development Strategy and the Regional Transportat ion
Strategy.

First ly the Regional Development Strategy identi f ies Londonderry as a
Regional City Gateway and transportat ion hub for the North-West. Chapter
5 of the RDS states:-"In addit ion to the Regional City Gateways of Belfast
and Londonderry and the Gateway town and seaport of Larne the Strategy
identi f ies two other centres, Newry and Enniski l len which have a major inter-
reg ional  Gateway ro le , "  The draf t  sub-reg ional  t ranspor t  p lan does not
acknowledge th is  h ierarchy which has impor tant  t ranspor ta t ion impl icat ions.
For  example on page 15 paragraph 1.1.5 the draf t  p lan s ta tes:  ' tThese towns
and c i t ies  (a l l  29 of  them!)  were des ignated by the Regional  Development
Strategy as main hubs or  loca l  hubs."  Page 97 of  the Technica l  Appendices
describes the Sett lement Status of Londonderry as "City of the North West
and Major  In ter -Regional  Gateway."  The Chamber wishes these inaccurac ies
to be addressed in the f inal version of the plan to show that there are only
two Regional ci ty Gateways designated in the Regional Development
Strategy and these two Gateways are Belfast and Londonderry. In the
Chamber's view this has important impl icat ions for future transportat ion
pol ic ies in  the Nor th  west  and is  not  s imply  an at tempt  to  juggle wi th
semant ics .



Amongst the strategic transport object ives identi f ied in the Regional
Development Strategy for Londonderry and the North West sub-region are:

* upgrade strategic transport l inks to the rest of the Region and cross-
border; intensify the use of the Port and Airport.

* strengthen the posit ion of Londonderry as the transport hub of the
Nor th West  by: -

Network and to  towns in  Donegal

the Por t  o f  L isahal ly ,  the indust r ia l  areas at  Maydown and
Campsie and the City of Derry Airport

par t icu lar ly  on the main rad ia l  routes for  publ ic  t ranspor t ,
walk ing and cyc l ing

part icular ly l inked to bus prior i ty,  park and r ide faci l i t ies and
associated traff ic management in the central area and pedestr ian
connections between the bus and rai l  stat ions.

The Regional Transportat ion Strategy for Northern Ireland 2OO2-2012 stated
on page 117 that  th is  draf t  p lan would fu l ly  recognise the urban needs of
Londonderry as the Regional City for the North-West.

In  the Chamber 's  v iew the current  draf t  p lan has a lmost  to ta l ly  fa i led to  do
th is .  There is  no recogni t ion in  the p lan of  the cross-border  and sub-reg ional
dimensions of transport issues in the City. There is no recognit ion of the
need to further develop our Port and Airport.  There is no mention of rai l
services or their importance to the future connectivi ty of the North West to
the rest of the region.

In essence this is not a cohesive or coherent plan in any sense of those
words, I t  is merely a col lect ion of 29 separate potential  investment
proposals over a 9 year period across the 3 common themes of walking,
cyc l ing and h ighways,

In response to the draft  Regional Transportat ion Strategy this Chamber
cal led for a separate North West Transportat ion study embracing the North



West  sub-reg ion of  Londonderry ,  St rabane,  L imavady and Donegal  and
taking into account al l  aspects of transportat ion in the North west.

We bel ieve that  th is  draf t  sub-reg ional  p lan fa l ls  far  shor t  o f  what  is  requi red
and fai ls to address the fundamental transportat ion issues facing us over the
next decade. In the Chamber's view i t  was a f lawed concept in the f i rst place
to bel ieve that i t  would be feasible to produce any sort of real ist ic sub-
regional plan for 29 towns together with the whole of Rural Northern Ireland
based on the un iversa l ly  appl ied themes of  walk ing,  cyc l ing and h ighways.

One other  issue which concerns the Chamber is  how or  whether  th is  p lan wi l l
ac tua l ly  be implemented.  We are on the verge of  s ign i f icant  admin is t ra t ive
reforms in Northern Ireland arising from the Review of Publ ic Administrat ion
under  which new enhanced Local  Author i t ies  wi l l  take on responsib i l i t ies  for
Roads maintenance but other strategic transport issues wi l l  remain with
Centra l  Government ,

How does the Depar tment  env isage implementat ion of  the measures
conta ined in  the sub-reg ional  p lan over  the next  10 years or  so? We bel ieve
that  th is  issue should be addressed and spel t  out  in  some deta i l  in  the f ina l
vers ion of  the sub-reg ional  p lan,

Turn ing now to  the deta i ls  conta ined in  the Technica l  Supplement  the
chamber notes that proposed investment in the ci ty is est imated at
8r3,275,000 over the plan period, out of this total i t  is proposed to spend
€6,980,000 on h ighway measures.

However, there is no clar i ty on which schemes wil l  benefi t  from this
proposed investment. We are told-"the Blueprint does not identi fy the ful l
extent of highways and traff ic management proposals for Derry over the
per iod 2005-15 in  l ine wi th  the ext rapolated RTS spending leve ls ,  enhanced
by funding from the Investment Strategy for Northern Ireland. l - lowever, as
an in ter im measure,  out l ine spending proposals ,  in  l ine wi th  these spending
levels have been quanti f ied for further, as yet,  unidenti f ied schemes."

"our  a im wi l l  be to  prepare a fu l l  set  o f  h ighway,  t ra f f ic  management  and
publ ic  t ranspor t  proposals ,  in  l ine wi th  the ident i f ied spending leve ls  and
fo l lowing appropr ia te  consul ta t ion,  publ ish these in  the F ina l  Sub Regional
Transpor t  P lan,"

The Chamber v iews th is  inabi l i ty  to  ident i fy  what  over  ha l f  the f  13 mi l l ion
budget  wi l l  be spent  on as whol ly  unacceptable.  We have wai ted a lmost  5
years to see this sub-regional plan, then to be told that further information
wil l  be publ ished and that there wi l l  need to be further consultat ion before
the f inal document can be signed off ,



The Chamber is  not  conv inced e i ther  that  the reasons g iven for  th is  inabi l i ty
to al locate the budget are whol ly val id. The infrastructure studies ci ted for
the A6 and A5 Vic tor ia  Road may wel l  fa l l  outs ide the p lan per iod and thus
have l i t t le  re levance to  th is  par t icu lar  sub-reg ional  s tudy.

The overa l l  budget  for  the 46 scheme has been c i ted as around f  250 mi l l ion
and to  date there is  no cer ta in ty  how or  where that  money can be found,  So
why propose this as a reason for not being able to al locate the highways
budget for the City,

One of the other reasons l isted to just i fy the Department 's inabi l i ty to
al locate this budget is the review of the Pedestr ian Zone in the City. Money
for  the pedest r ian zone budget  wi l l  be a ca l l  on DSD funds and not  DRD
monies.  The proposal  is  a l ready conta ined in  the DSD Business Plan for
2006-07. Why is this l isted as reason for not al locat ing your Department 's
budget?

Fina l ly ,  proposals  for  the development  o f  Ebr ington and For t  George are
unl ikely to affect traff ic issues in the City in the short to medium term and
again the Chamber does not  see these issues as va l idat ing your  dec is ion not
to al locate the budget, The reasons you have given seem more contr ived
than rea l  and th is  Chamber would welcome an oppor tun i ty  to  d iscuss wi th
off ic ials the specif ic highway measures which wi l l  benefi t  from this proposed
investment of f6 mil l ion to determine how the impediments referred to can
be resolved in the short term.

The Chamber was d isappointed that  out  o f  f  13 mi l l ion on ly  E22B,0OO wi l l  be
spent  on cyc l ing and that  out  o f  th is  budget  no monies are be ing a l located to
provide traff ic free cycl ing routes, Al l  new proposals appear to be for on road
cyc l ing prov is ion.  I t  is  not  c lear  f rom the sub-reg ional  p lan the extent  to
which these proposals are in l ine with the City 's overarching cycl ing strategy.
The Chamber would welcome c lar i f icat ion on th is  issue.

In  conc lus ion the Chamber has been d isappointed by th is  draf t  sub-reg ional
transport plan. We bel ieve the concept of producing the plan in this format
is f lawed and contr ived. The relevance of the Regional Development
Strategy and the Regional Transportat ion Strategy to the needs of the North
West have been misinterpreted and the undertaking given in the RTS that
the sub-regional plan would ful ly take into account the traff ic needs of the
North West has not been honoured.

Whi ls t  we welcome proposed investment  o f  t13 mi l l ion in  the Ci ty  we are
astounded that you cannot yet al locate the Highways budget which accounts
for over half  the total.  How therefore has the amount been decided?



We do not  accept  the reasons you have g iven as be ing fu l ly  va l id ,  We fee l
that  cyc l ing is  not  obta in ing i ts  fa i r  share and that  the eas ier  opt ion of
making prov is ion on ex is t ing roads has been adopted rather  than the
construct ion of dedicated traff ic free cycle routes. In addit ion, the
refurb ishment  o f  bus and ra i l  s ta t ions should be inc luded.  In  re la t ion to
Derry, the comments on car parking are total ly at odds with the real i ty in
the c i ty  where more convenient  park ing is  needed especia l ly  in  the Bishop St
area,

F ina l ly ,  we note the s i lence in  the document  about  implementat ion of  the
proposed projects in the post Local Government re-organisat ion period and
we urge the Depar tment  to  address th is  in  the f ina l  vers ion of  the p lan,

The Chamber hopes that the comments above wi l l  be careful ly considered by
the Depar tment  for  Regional  Development  and that  i t  w i l l  re f lect  ser ious ly  on
the format ,  re levance and need for  such a genera l ised "one s ize f i ts  a l l  p lan."
A p lan of  th is  nature l ink ing v i l lages of  5000 people together  wi th  towns and
ci t ies  of  up to  91,000 by means of  three common themes is  a t  var iance wi th
the pr inc ip les and phi losophy of  spat ia l  p lanning as set  out  in  the Nor thern
I re land Regional  Development  St ra tegy,

When one cons iders the p lans,  both land use and t ranspor ta t ion which have
been produced for the Belfast Metropol i tan Area together with the current
and future levels of planned investment for the BMA and the Eastern
Seaboard Corr idor then i t  only serves to bolster the perception that Northern
Ireland consists of Belfast and the rest,  I t  is clear that the investment
envisaged for Derry is at odds with i ts status as a regional capital  and
compares unfavourably  wi th  Bel fast  and many other  much smal ler  urban
areas.

In relat ion to the Investment Strategy for NI, there is an addit ional €40m of
ISNI  money avai lab le ,  c lar i f icat ion is  requi red on how much is  coming to
Derry.

There is l i t t le evidence from Central Government that investment patterns in
Northern Ireland are consistent with or in any way inf luenced by the
gateways, hubs and corr idor strategy contained in the RDS. References in
strategy documents to Regional City Gateways and their potential  for de-
cent ra l ised economic development  wi l l  cons is t  on ly  o f  empty words as long
as their transportat ion needs are catered for in the manner adopted by this
sub-reg ional  t ranspor t  p lan,


