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Sub-Regionol Tronsport plon Teom
Tronsportoi ion Unit ,  Roods Service
Deportment for Regionol Development
Room 3 - 29 Clorence Court
l0-18 Adelo ide St reet
Belfost BI2 8GB

l9tn June 2006
:

Deor Geroldine

RE: Sub Regionol Tronsporl  Plon 2015

Dungonnon & South Tyrone would l ike to thonk the Deportment for
Regionol Development for the opporiunity to respond to i ts consultot ion
document  on the Sub Regionol  Tronspor t  p lon 20, l5 .

The Counci l  would l ike to roise o number of concerns relot ing to future
tronspori  proposols ond io seek further clor i f icot ion on key oreos.

Pleose see ottoched Dungonnon & South Tyrone Borough Counci l 's
comments on the droft  SRTP 20,l5. The Counci l  would l ike to seek further
clor i f icot ion on the proposed roods development ond mointencnce for
Dungonnon & south Tyrone Borough ond corresponding budget, ond
how this relotes to the region.

To orronge to meet or to provide further crorificotion on roods
development ond mcintenonce pleose conioct cloire Linney
(Corporoie Strotegy ond Policy Officer) on O2B B772O3OO.

Yours sincerely

JrQ----
/ -

John Ccmpbe l l
Chief  Execui ive

Council Offices, Circular Road, Dungannon, Co. Tyrone, BT71 6DT Tel: 028 87 720300 Fax: 028 87 720368 V f f ,
email: john.campbell@dungannon.gov."O 
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Dungonnon & South Tyrone Borough Council

Commenfs on lhe proposed Sub RegionolTronsporlofion Plon 2015

l.Highwoy Meosures

l . l  Dungonnon & South Tyrone Borough Counci lwelcomes the commitment
from the Deportment to introduce troffic monogement meosures, meosures to
reduce bottleneck of key junctions ond meosures to direct troffic owoy from
where there ore high pedestrion flows in generol towns ond cit ies. However it
does hove q number of specific comments, see ottoched comments reloting
to the technicol  supplemeni for  Dungonnon os prepored bv the Dungonnon
Regenerotion Portnership.

1.2 In terms of new roods to provide occess io new development oreos ond
new roods to provide congestion relief to the town centre or other
environmentolly sensitive oreos. The Councilwould seek further clorif icotion os
to proposols for o smoll town os Coolislond, which is experiencing mojor
congest ion problems throughout the doy. l t  would olso seek informot ion on
whot is being proposed for vil loges ond rurol oreos in the Borough.

, l .3 
The Counci l  would seek clor i f icql ion os to the proposed highwoy

meosures, rouline mointenonce, bridge strengthening schemes ond street
l ighting copitol progrommes ond ossociqted finonce provision for Dungonnon
& South Tyrone Borough.

2. Bus Provision

2.1 In terms of  rurol  bus provis ion the Counci lwelcomes the commitment
from the Deportment to new service provision in towns with o populotion of
,l0,000 

or more. However it would question why the proposed operoting period
ocross Northern lrelond fovours oreos in the BMA region, given thot Dungonnon
is recognized os o moin hub.

2.2 lt would provide for greoter strotegic l inkoge if the key hubs of Coleroine
- Cookstown - Dungonnon - Armogh - Newry were l inked os o key tronsport
corridor, similor to thot of other moin hubs ond given the obsence of o roil
conidor olong this route.

2.3 Dungonnon ond South Tyrone Borough Counci lwelcomes the Plons
proposol to refurbish the town bus stotion ond implement o progromme for
people with disobil it ies. Given the strotegic importonce of the SRTP Council
ossumes thot whot is proposed in this plon is outomoticolly ogreed for
implementotion ond o reolistic t imescole set in portnership with Tronslink.

2.4 The Councilwould l ike to seek clorif icotion on the criterion used to
deliver the innovotive door-to-door bus service in oreos for people with
disobil it ies. Whot is there criterion used to identify the oreos chosen for this
service (Bollycostle, Bollyclore, Bollynohinch, Kilkeel, Mogherofelt, Newcostle,



portrush, Portstewori ond worrenpoint) ond whot ore lhe proposols to roll this

out to other oreos to qccommodote people with disobil it ies.

3. Rurol Provision

3.1 Bus services in rurol oreos of Northern lrelond continue to be on issue.

Whilst it is stoted thot o number of services moy not seem economicolly vioble,

os stoted in your document, they ore o sociol necessity, porticulorly given thot

20% of rurol households do not hove occess to o cor.

3.2 In relotion to iden'tifying the need, business cose for provision of o rurol

bus service,  i t  is  importont thot  the supply ond demond foctor is considered.

For exomple the document stotes thot  the percentoge of  people using publ ic

tronsport to trovel to work is consistently low in rurol oreos, oround 4 - 5 % in rurol

sellements ond only 3% people in o smoll homlet or open countryside. Given

thot o bus only occesses o rurol settlement once o doy return ond 3 times per

week return this would not be ioo stortl ing. lf the supply wos provided then the

demond figures moy be quite different'

3.3 The commitment to provide innovoiive demond responsive tronsport

services to isoloted rurol communities through toxi buses, shored toxis ond sociol

cor scnemes ore crit icol. The proposed 6 mill ion pound to provide o shored toxi

scheme is not o vost sum of money given lhe overoll commitment to ironsport

ocross the region

3.4 lt is importont thot good proctice rurol tronsport schemes ore included

which would provide good volue for money' At present rurol community

tronsport schemes estoblished os volunlory portnerships ore running effective

rurol demond responsive schemes, porticulorly torgeting vulneroble section 25

groupings such os Older people ond people with disobil it ies. Sourcing of

tunOing ior  rurol  community t ronsport  schemes remoins on issue'

3.3 Dungonnon & South Tyrone Borough Counci lwould welcome o Rurol

Rover service in rurol oreos ocross Northern lrelond. lt would l ike to seek further

clorif icotion to the criterion used to implement ihis service os o pilot in South

West Fermongh ond Newcosl le ' to Bel fost ,  por l iculor ly in l ight  of  d iogrom 4.2.  l I

would olso seek o reolis't ic l imescole lo develop o much-needed service in on

isoloted rurol  oreo such os Dungonnon Borough'

3.4 School tronsport provision remoins on issue for rurol oreos. At presenl key

school tronsport seivices ore being cut which is hoving on impoct on rurol

schooling. There is olso o knock on impoct on other government init iotives such

os childcore ond women bock to work ond heolth init iotives in terms of children

hoving longer bus journeys ond woi l ing t imes'

3.5 The Counci lwould seek clor i f icot ion os to the proposed highwoy

meosures, routine mointenonce, bridge strengthening schemes ond street

l ighting copilol progrommes ond ossocioted finonce provision for rurol oreos

onO OUn within the Dungonnon & Soulh Tyrone Borough'



3.6 The Counci lwould quest ion 341 mi l l ion in terms of  network monogement
for rurol ond OUA oreos. given thot lhe full cost for init iotives in these oreos is
315.2 mill ion. The cost for monoging the rood network inclusive of stoff,
buildings ond informotion technology is greoter thon the init iotives plonned.
4. Developer Responsibil i ty

4.1 Dungonnon & South Tyrone Borough Counci lwelcomes lhe innovot ive
step by the Deportment to ensure developers ore responsible for the provision
of tronsport l inks from residentiol development oreos to the built up oreos.

5. Timetobles ond Informotion

5.1 Given the chonging sociol  structure of  Northern l re lond in terms of  o
more diverse populotion. lt is importont thot informotion is provided in other
longuoges port iculor in oreos in the region most relevont such os Dungonnon,
Armogh, Cooksiown, Croigovon oreos. This is of porticulor necessity to public
tronsport given thoi the migront worker populotion, in the mojority, does not
hove occess to o cor.

6.  Technicolsupplemenl Dungonnon & Soulh Tyrone Borough

6.,l Pleose see ottoched comments on the proposed technicol supplement
thot Dungonnon & South Tyrone Borough Counci l  endorses os port  of  i t 's
resoonse to the SRTP.



Dungannon  Regene ra t i on
Pa r tne rsh  i p

Comments on the proposed Sub Regional Transpoftation Plan 2015
Technical Su nt -Du & South Tyrone Council

1.0 Figure 1: Dungannon Age Profi le

The SRTP quotes a Total Population of 10,316, which is taken from the NI Census
figures 2001. This figure is in actual fact the population of Downpatrick.

The population of Dungannon according to the NI Census 2001 is 11,139. However, the
true population figure is l ikely now to be considerably higher due to inward migration
and the Council has held discussions with central government in regard to the matter,

2.O Local Bus Network Service Details

Members felt that the 9.15am Weekday Start Time for the Dungannon Town Seruices is
unsuitable for people who use public transport to travel into the town centre to begin
work at 9.00am, and would consequently necessitate and encourage car usage.

It is also important to note that the migrant population do not have the same transpott
usage profile as the local population. Migrant workers are likely to have a much lower
ratio of car ownership and hence tend to use proxies i,e. taxis where there is
no/inadeq uate public transpott.

3.0 Proposed Public Transpoft Improvements

DRP welcomes the proposals to refurbish the bus station, which are long overdue,
However, Translink have recently deferred plans to carry out such work in favour of
other proposals. It is essential that Roads Service makes appropriate representation to
Translink on the issue of a programme of refurbishment/redevelopment of the local bus
depot.

4.0 Walking Blueprint

Members felt that Roads Service need to prioritise the proposed walking routes for
people who use the town to shop, work and go to leisure facilities/amenities,

It would appear that no consideration has been given to walking routes from car parks
into the town centre.

Most of the Proposed Primary Walking routes will be covered in the Environmental
Improvement Scheme for the town centre which is currently being designed through
DRP,

DRP would question Quarry Lane as an obvious walking route due to its gradient.
Members believe there is a need to have footpaths connecting to predominantly
residential areas, and recommend that the following Secondary Walking Routes be
included in the SRTP:
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1, Killyman Road - Town centre
2. Mullaghmore Road - Donaghmore Road - Town centre
3. Brooke Street - Short Highway - Town centre
4. Carland Road -Town centre
5, Oaks Road - Town centre
6. Manse Road - Town centre
7. John Street - Ballygawley road - Town Centre
8. Circular Road - Town Centre

DRP would urge the Department to ensure developers are responsible for the provision
of footpath links from new residential development areas to the urban centre.

It is also important that adequate directional signage to leisure and sports facilities is in
place.

5.0 Cycling Blueprint

DRP would seek further clarification on the abbreviations used on the maps and believe
that the far side of the Black Lough should be included in the proposed cycle routes.

Members would urge the Department to investigate the feasibility of including a cycle
route l inking Windmill Park and Dungannon Park via the tunnel under the Moy Road,

5.0 Highways Blueprint

6.1 Hiqhwav Scheme
DRP would seek clarification on the proposed widening scheme at the
Moy Road. Members are concerned that substantial investment in this
scheme would abolish the likelihood of a Distributor Road/By-Pass, and
consequently the town's groMh and prosperity further stifled.

Members felt that the Department should be promoting the use of
arterial routes from the South through improvements to Granville Road
and Manse Road, which would alleviate the pressure on Moy Road.

6.2 ProposedJunctionlmprovements
DRP welcomes the proposed junction improvements but would
recommend that the Depaftment include the junction at Moy
Road/Gortmerron Link Road/Dungannon Park entrance. In order to
provide congestion relief at peak periods we would ask the Depaftment
to review the sequence of lights and the viability of introducing a
roundabout.

DRP welcomes the proposed junction improvement at Railway
Road/Lower Scotch Street/Beechvalley where bottlenecks are frequent.
We would emphasise the impoftance of this junction being improved as
part a wider scheme in that area to include John Street, Georges Street
and Will iam Street.

Members felt that the Department needs to review the double mini
roundabout at Mullaghmore Road as part of the programme of junction
improvements in the SRTP,
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