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5 September 2006

Sub Regional Transport Plan (SRTP)Team
Transportation Unit
3to Floor
Clarence Court
10-18 Adelaide Street
Belfast BT2 BGB

Dear Sir/Madam,

DOWN DISTRICT COUNGIL SUBMISSION ON DRAFT SUB-REGIONAL
TRANSPORT PLAN 2015

Further to my letter of 6 July 2006, I am pleased to enclose the final submission by
Down District Council in relation to Downpatrick and the Draft Sub-Regional Transport
P lan 2015.

I would apologise for the delay in sending this to you and trust that you will be able to
accept it to finalise the submission from our Council. The Council has already
submitted its response in relation to Ballynahinch and Newcastle.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Enc

Yours faithfully,

- /-\

@

Sharon O'Connor
Director Cultural & Economic Development

2.1 Strangtbrd Road, l)orvnpatr ick, Clo. J)oun.I l f-J0 6SR. N. lreland
Tel: (028) ,+,161 0u00. Fax: (1)2t3) 1.161 01t01. Websitc: wr.vuidor.vndc.gov.uk
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DOWNPATRICK

Furtherto the publ icat ion of  the Draft  Sub-Regional  Transport  Plan 20t5,  we have set
out our comments in relat ion to proposals put forward for Downpatr ick:

Current Pr incipal  Problems

Whi lst  we general ly agree with the "Current Pr incipal  Problems" as set  out by Roads
Service in the Technical  Supplement,  we would add that the congest ion problems in
Downpatr ick last  throughout the durat ion of  the day and not just  at  peak hours.  There
is also an issue with the control  of  del ivery vehic les which stop for long per iods outside
shops in the retai l  core,  fur ther exasperat ing the congest ion problem in the town.

Walking Bluepr int

The Counci l  would agree with the pr inciple of  making the town centre more accessible
for pedestr ians,  however,  we would recognise the need for developing l inkages in the
town centre,  and the potent ia l  that  a l leyways of fer  in terms of  connect ing car parks and
the bus stat ion to the town centre.  In th is respect we would encourage development of
a pedestr ian l ink f rom the main car park in Market Street to the A.SDA Shopping
Complex,  together wi th fur ther pedestr ian l inkages within the walk ing bluepr int .

We also feel that there is a requirement for a footpath from Bridge Street, via Breen's
Lane, to Meadowlands steps and onto Saul  Street which would increase accessibi l i ty  to
this part  of  the town.

Cycl ing Bluepr int

The Counci l  agrees in pr inciple wi th the proposals indicated in the cycl ing bluepr int ,
a l though the routes proposed are largely per ipheral ,  and whi lst  these are to be
welcomed, fur ther considerat ion should be given to cycl ing networks to and from the
town centre on both adopted roads and through open space.

Highway Bluepr int

In the short  term, the Counci l  would urge the Department to give considerat ion to the
eff ic iency and operat ional  qual i ty of  a l l  junct ions wi th in and around the town centre,  and
to carry out upgrading works at  these junct ions as necessary,  such as Col l ins 'Corner,
and where Market Street meets St Patr ick 's Avenue,

With regards to the proposed l ink road between the Pol ice Stat ion on Ir ish Street and St
Patr ick 's Avenue in the v ic in i ty of  Lynn Doyle Place, the Counci l  would encourage this
l ink ,  however ,  i t  shou ld  be  borne in  mind  tha t : -

.  The Pol ice Stat ion is a l is ted bui ld ing

.  The topography of  the proposed route is very steep, and

. The proposed l ink road would have a s igni f icant impact on retai l  premises on St
Patr ick 's Avenue

If  th is l ink road was to proceed, i t  would create new development opportuni t ies and the
chance to create a new street f rontage should not be missed. This proposed new road
l ink should be viewed both in terms of  t raf f ic  a l leviat ion and in economic regenerat ion
terms - effectively it should become a new "street".

Down District Council



The Counci l  is  concerned about the t raf f ic  congest ion where the A7 approaches
Downpatr ick and feel  that  the development of  a s l ip road to faci l i tate t raf f ic  proceeding
to Strangford would be benef ic ia l ,  The creat ion of  a large car park north of  the Maxol
Garage in th is area would also of fer  "out of  town" parking and provide a stop for school
buses thus prevent ing the congest ion created at  school  start  and end t imes. I t  would
therefore be possible for  school  chi ldren at tending schools in the v ic in i ty of  that  car park
to complete their  journey on foot.

The Counci l  is  interested in the concept of  a one way system around the town centre,
al though they would have concerns about the detai l  in part icular how certain junct ions
such as Market Street/ I r ish Street would operate.  I t  should be noted that the L992
Downpatr ick Town Centre Plan proposed a new road to l ink St Patr ick 's Dr ive and
Market Street to permit the introduction of a one-way traffic system along parts of
Market Street, St Patrick's Ave and St Patrick's Drive, thus easing the traffic at the
junction of Market Street and St Patrick's Ave. The Council feels that further traffic
al leviat ion could be achieved by the creat ion of  a road at  the s ide of  L id l  in Market
Street through the old Market Yard,  to St Patr ick 's Dr ive.

The Counci l  would support  the concept of  having an Eastern l ink road around
Downpatr ick,  a l though we have a number of  concerns regarding this proposal .  We
would wish to see how the proposed road could eventual ly l ink to the Bel fast  Road and
to the Bal lydugan/Newcast le Road. A more cont inuous al ignment would be preferent ia l
rather than the staggered al ignment showing in the v ic in i ty of  the Saul  Road and we
would draw at tent ion to the di f f icul t  topography where Rathkel ta i r  Road meets
Strangford Road. The Counci l  would also have concerns about the implementat ion of
the road as there seems to be heavy rel iance on the pr ivate sector and we would
therefore wish to see a commitment f rom the Department to intervene, i f  necessary,
and w i th in  a  g iven t imesca le ,

The Counci l  wishes to see the Western l ink road act ively promoted to al leviate the
ser ious congest ion in Downpatr ick and to provide essent ia l  economic,  commercial ,  social
and recreat ional  benef i ts to the town. The immediate implementat ion of  the Western
by-pass and the Eastern l ink road are required in order to make a major economic
contr ibut ion to the future of  Downpatr ick.  Without the implementat ion of  these l ink
roads, development wi l l  be st i f led in Downpatr ick.

In consider ing t raf f ic  wi th in the town centre,  the Counci l  would ask Roads Service to
consider the potent ia l  to provide a new l ink road between St Patr ick 's Avenue to
SaiiyCugai' l Road. This ne'' l '  l ink i 'oad coii ld i 'ei ieve ti 'aff ic ccngestion on Si Pati ' lck's
Avenue by taking cars away from the town centre,  There are also a number of  other
opportuni t ies for  new/ improved l inkages which would create al ternat ive routes,  avoiding
Market Street.

The Counci l  would also ask the Department to pay part icular at tent ion to the
s ign i f i cance o f  the  bu i l t  env i ronment ,  espec ia l l y  when cons ider ing  junc t ion
improvements at  the corner of  Market Street and St Patr ick 's Avenue. The archi tectural
qual i ty of  Downpatr ick is s igni f icant and al l  at tempts should be made to preserve i t  and,
i f  necessary,  inf i l l  vacant space.

Down Dist r ic t  Counci l


