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Sub Regional Transport Plan (SRTP)Team
Transportation Unit
3to Floor
Clarence Court
10-18 Adelaide Street
BELFAST BT2 BGB

Dear Sir/Madam,

Down District Gouncil Submission on Draft Sub-Reqional Transport Plan 2015

In order to meet the June deadline for responses to the above Plan, I submitted our
corporate response on behalf of Council. Since that time, two Councillors, who were
unable to attend the meeting where the content of the response regarding
Downpatrick was agreed, have raised a number of issues which will be addressed at a
meeting on 7 August 2006.

The only other amendment to our response was a request to consider car parking in
the Windmill Street area of Ballynahinch to facilitate deliveries to the shops in the main
shopping area and emphasised reference to making the town pedestrian friendly.

I will forward the final version of the document as soon as possible after the meeting
on 7 August 2006 and thank you for your assistance and understanding in this matter.

Yours faithfully,

, '  )
L(&-

Sharon O'Connor
Director, Cultural & Economic Development
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DRAFT SUB_REGIONAL TMNSPORT PLAN 20I 5

A SUBMISSION MADE BY DOWN DISTRICT COUNCIL

Th is  submiss ion  i s  made  by  Down D is t r i c t  and  focuses  on  the  t ranspor t  p roposa ls

la id  ou t  w i th in  the  Dra f t  Sub -Reg iona l  T ranspor t  P lan  20 . |5  fo r  t he  th ree  p r i nc ip le

towns  w i th in  the  Down D is t r i c t :  Ba l l ynah inch ,  Downpa t r i ck  and  Newcas t l e .  Th i s

submiss ion  dea ls  on l y  w i th  the  u rban  a reas  o f  t he  D is t r i c t ,  and  does  no t  dea l  w i th

the  t ranspor t  i ssues  i n  t he  ru ra l  a reas .  The  Counc i l  wou ld  w ish  to  d i scuss  these

o the r  i ssues  w i th  the  Depar tmen t  sepa ra te l y .

The prob lems w i th  t ranspor t  in  a l l  th ree  towns

and  inc lude :

.  Traf f ic  Congest ion in the town centres

.  l l l ega l  park ing

wi th in  the  D is t r i c t  a re  qu i te  genera l ,

.  Lack  o f  l oad ing  /  un load ing  bays

.  Lack of  l inkages between car  parks and town centres.

A l though  the  so lu t i ons  to  these  p rob lems  va ry  f rom town  to  town ,  t he re  a re  some

common s t rands ,  such  as  the  p rov i s ion  o f  l i nkages  and  l oad ing  /  un load ing  bays .

The  Counc i l  be l i eves  tha t  t he  fo r thcoming  dec r im ina l i sa t i on  o f  on -s t ree t  pa rk ing

o f fences  w i l l  he lp  dea l  w i th  many  o f  t he  t ra f f i c  i ssues  fac ing  these  ru ra l  t owns .  l t  i s

hoped  tha t  t h i s  measure  w i l l  l ead  to  l ess  conges t i on ,  t ra f f i c  mov ing  more  f ree l y  and

improved road safety .  As wel l  as th is ,  the Counci l  fee l  that  pa id rest r ic ted park ing in

the  town  cen t res ,  l i nked  to  f ree  pe r iphe ra l  pa rk ing  w i l l  o f f e r  t he  bes t  so lu t i on  to  the

conges t i on  expe r ienced  i n  the  town  cen t res .

The  Counc i l s  response  to  the  t ranspor t  p roposa ls  fo r  each  o f  t he  th ree  towns  i s  se t

ou t  on  the  fo r thcoming  pages .

Down Dis t r i c t  Counc i l
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BALLYNAHINCH

Fur the r  t o  the  pub l i ca t i on  o f  t he  Dra f t  Sub -Reg iona l  T ranspor t  P lan  2015 ,  we  have

se t  ou t  ou r  comments  i n  re la t i on  to  p roposa ls  pu t  f o rward  fo r  Ba l l ynah inch :

Current Principal Problems

The  Counc i l  wou ld  ag ree  w i t h  t he 'Cu r ren t  P r i nc i pa l  P rob lems 'as  se t  ou t  f o r

Ba l l ynah inch  i n  the  Techn ica l  Supp lemen t ,  a l t hough  we  wou ld  sugges t  t ha t  t he

ser ious t ra f f ic  congest ion in  the town centre has led to  the over-use of  per iphera l

coun t r y  roads ,  and  impac ted  on  some ru ra l  se t t l emen ts  such  as  Lough in i s land .

Walk ing Bluepr in t

The  Counc i l  wou ld  ag ree  w i th  the  p r i nc ip le  o f  mak ing  the  Town  Cen t re  more

accessib le  for  pedestr ians,  however  we note that  the proposed walk ing routes,  both

pr imary and secondary,  a l ready are equipped wi th  pavements.  We would therefore

ask  the  Depar tmen t  t o  c la r i f y  exac t l y  wha t  t he i r  p roposa ls  en ta i l ,  and  wou ld  reques t

tha t  t he  p roposed  p r imary  wa lk ing  rou te  i nc lude  Harmony  Road  and  a l l  o f  W indmi l l

S t ree t .  We  wou ld  a l so  po in t  ou t  t he  bene f i t s  o f  deve lop ing  l i nkages  i n  the  town

centre,  and the potent ia l  that  a l leyways of fer  in  terms of  connect ing car  parks to  the

town centre.  We would wish to  see these a l leyways inc luded in  the f ina l  Transpor t

P lan .

Highway Blueprint

The  Counc i l  has  l ong  recogn ised  the  need  fo r  a  bypass  a round  the  town ,  and  wou ld

st ress the urgency of  th is  road proposal .  We would l ike to  see how the proposed
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road  m igh t  l i nk  to  the  L i sbu rn  Road ,  and  we  wou ld  po in t  ou t  t he  impor tance  o f

incorporat ing a junct ion on the new bypass at  the Crossgar  Road.

The  Counc i l  wou ld  a l so  ask  the  Depar tmen t  t o  take  i n to  cons ide ra t i on  the

consequences  tha t  t h i s  new bypass  w i l l  have  on  the  hea l th  o f  t he  town  cen t re .  We

would s t ress that  a f ter  the bypass has been created,  there wi l l  be a need rev is i t  the

town  cen t re  and  l ook  a t  t he  oppor tun i t i es  fo r  improvemen t  o f  t he  pub l i c  rea lm.  Due

to  the  subs tan t i a l  t h rough  t ra f f i c  i n  t he  town ,  t he  town  cen t re  i s  cu r ren t l y  no t  a  use r -

f r iendly  p lace.  Af ter  the bypass has been bui l t ,  cars wi l l  be re-routed f rom the town

cen t re  c rea t i ng  oppor tun i t i es  wh ich  cou ld  make  the  town  cen t re  more  use r - f r i end l y ,

access ib le ,  v i b ran t  and  i n te res t i ng .  Oppor tun i t i es  wou ld  become ava i l ab le  to  c rea te

new and  improve  ex i s t i ng  space ,  t hus  i nc reas ing  ease  o f  movemen t .  The  Counc i l

o f fer  to  work wi th  the Depar tment  to  help breathe l i fe  back in to Bal lynahinch once

the  bypass  i s  ope ra t i ona l .

The Counci l  would ask the Depar tment  to  rev iew the ef f ic iency and operat ional

qual i ty  o f  the ex is t ing one-way system in the town once the bypass is  operat ional .

There may be benef i ts  o f  rever t ing back to  the or ig ina l  two-way system.

The Counci l  welcomes the proposed Park and Share s i te on the Bel fast  Road,

however we would ask the Department to consider the benef i ts of  a Park and Share

si te located on the Newcast le Road.

The Counc i l  a lso  we lcome the  proposed junc t ion  improvement  on  the  Dromore

Street /  High Street I  Church Street junct ion,  and we would be interested in being

involved as that concept develops.

Down Dis t r i c t  Counc i l
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DOWNPATRICK

Fur the r  t o  the  pub l i ca t i on  o f  t he  Dra f t  Sub -Reg iona l  T ranspor t  P lan  2015 ,  we  have

set  out  our  comments in  re la t ion to  proposals  put  forward for  Downpatr ick:

Current  Pr inc ipa l  Problems

Whi l s t  we  genera l l y  ag ree  w i th  the  'Cu r ren t  P r inc ipa l  P rob lems '  as  se t  ou t  by  Roads

Serv i ce  i n  t he  Techn ica l  Supp lemen t ,  we  wou ld  add  tha t  t he  conges t i on  p rob lems  in

Downpa t r i ck  l as t  t h roughou t  t he  du ra t i on  o f  t he  day ,  and  no t  j us t  a t  peak  hou rs .

There  i s  a l so  an  i ssue  w i th  the  con t ro l  o f  de l i ve ry  veh ic les  wh ich  s top  fo r  l ong

per iods  ou ts ide  shops  i n  the  re ta i l  co re ,  f u r the r  exaspera t i ng  the  conges t i on

p rob lem in  the  town .

Walk ing Bluepr in t

The  Counc i l  wou ld  ag ree  w i th  the  p r i nc ip le  o f  mak ing  the  town  cen t re  more

access ib le  fo r  pedes t r i ans ,  however  we  wou ld  recogn ise  the  need  fo r  deve lop ing

l inkages in  the town centre,  and the potent ia l  that  a l leyways of fer  in  terms of

connect ing car  parks and the bus s tat ion to  the town centre.  We would therefore ask

fo r  due  cons ide ra t i on  to  be  g i ven  to  the  p rov i s ion  o f  pedes t r i an  l i nkages  w i th in  the

wa lk ing  b luep r in t .

Cyc l ing Bluepr in t

The  Counc i l  ag rees  i n  p r i nc ip le  w i th  the  p roposa ls  i nd i ca ted  i n  t he  cyc l i ng  b luep r in t ,

a l t hough  the  rou tes  p roposed  a re  l a rge l y  pe r iphe ra l ,  and  wh i l s t  t hese  a re  to  be
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we lcomed  fu r the r  cons ide ra t i on  shou ld  be  g i ven  to  cyc l i ng  ne tworks  to  and  f rom the

town centre on both adopted roads and through open space.

Highway Bluepr in t

In  the  sho r t - t e rm,  the  Counc i l  wou ld  u rge  the  Depar tmen t  t o  g i ve  cons ide ra t i on  to

the  e f f i c i ency  and  ope ra t i ona l  qua l i t y  o f  a l l  j unc t i ons  w i th in  and  a round  the  town

cen t re ,  and  to  ca r ry  ou t  upg rad ing  works  a t  t hese  j unc t i ons  as  necessa ry ,  such  as

Col l ins Corner ,  and where Market  St reet  meets Saint  Patr ick 's  Avenue.

With regards to  the proposed l ink road between the Pol ice Stat ion on l r ish Street  and

Saint  Patr ick 's  Avenue in  the v ic in i ty  o f  Lynne Doyle Place,  the Counci l  would have

concerns about  th is  route for  the fo l lowing reasons:

.  t he  Po l i ce  S ta t i on  i s  a  l i s ted  bu i l d ing ;

.  the topography of  the proposed route is  very s teep;  and

.  t he  p roposed  l i nk  road  wou ld  have  a  s ign i f i can t  impac t  on  re ta i l  p rem ises  on

Sa in t  Pa t r i ck ' s  Avenue .

However ,  i f  th is  l ink road was to  proceed,  i t  would create new development

oppor tun i t i es  and  the  chance  to  c rea te  a  new s t ree t  f ron tage  shou ld  no t  be  m issed .

This  proposed new road l ink should be v iewed both in  terms of  t ra f f ic  a l lev ia t ion and

in  economic  regenera t i on  te rms  -  e f fec t i ve l y  i t  shou ld  become a  new 's t ree t ' .

The Counci l  are in terested in  the concept  of  a  one way system around the town

centre,  a l though they would have concerns about  the deta i l  in  par t icu lar  how cer ta in

junc t i ons  such  as  Marke t  s t ree t  /  l r i sh  S t ree t  wou ld  ope ra te .

The  Counc i l  wou ld  suppor t  t he  concep t  o f  hav ing  an  eas te rn  l i nk  road  a round

Downpa t r i ck ,  a l t hough  we  wou ld  have  a  number  o f  conce rns  rega rd ing  th i s  p roposa l .

We would wish to  see how the proposed road could eventual ly  l ink to  the Bel fast

Road  and  to  the  Ba l l ydugan  i  Newcas t l e  Road .  A  more  con t i nuous  a l i gnmen t  wou ld
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be  p re fe ren t i a l  ra the r  t han  the  s taggered  a l i gnmen t  shown  in  the  v i c in i t y  o f  t he  Sau l

Road ,  and  we  wou ld  w ish  to  po in t  ou t  t he  d i f f i cu l t  t opog raphy  where  the  Ra thke l ta i r

Road meets the Strangford Road.  The Counci l  would a lso have concerns about  the

implementat ion of  the road as there seems to be a heavy re l iance on the pr ivate

sector ,  and we would therefore wish to  see a commitment  f rom the Depar tment  to

in te rvene  i f  necessa ry ,  and  w i th in  a  g i ven  t imesca le .

The  Counc i l  w i sh  tha t  Roads  Serv i ce  keep  the  op t i on  o f  a  wes te rn  l i nk  under  rev iew .

In consider ing t ra f f ic  wi th in  the town centre,  the Counci l  would ask Roads Serv ice to

consider  the potent ia l  to  prov ide a new l ink road between Saint  Patr ick 's  Avenue to

the  Ba l l ydugan  Road  th rough  p lay ing  f i e lds  a t  Dun lea th  Pa r l< .  Th i s  new l i nk  road

could re l ieve t ra f f ic  congest ion on Saint  Patr ick 's  Avenue by tak ing cars away f rom

the Town Centre.

The  Counc i l  wou ld  a l so  ask  the  Depar tmen t  t o  pay  pa r t i cu la r  a t ten t i on  to  the

s ign i f i cance  o f  t he  bu i l t  env i ronmen t ,  espec ia l l y  when  cons ide r ing  j unc t i on

improvements at  the corner  of  Market  St reet  and Saint  Patr ick 's  Avenue.  The

arch i tec tu ra l  qua l i t y  o f  Downpa t r i ck  i s  s ign i f i can t ,  and  a l l  a t t empts  shou ld  be  made

to preserve i t ,  and i f  necessary in f i l l  vacant  space.

NEWCASTLE

Fur the r  t o  the  pub l i ca t i on  o f  t he  Dra f t  Sub -Reg iona l  T ranspor t  P lan  20 . |5 ,  we  have

set  out  our  comments in  re la t ion to  proposals  put  forward for  Newcast le :

Current Principal Problems

The Counc i l  wou ld  agree w i th  the  'Cur ren t  Pr inc ipa l  Prob lems '  as  se t  ou t  by  Roads

Serv ice  in  the  Techn ica l  Supp lement ,  however  we wou ld  w ish  to  add tha t  there  is  a lso
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an issue w i th  the  cont ro l  o f  de l i very  veh ic les  wh ich  s top  fo r  long  per iods  ou ts ide

shops in the retai l  core,  and the lack of  enforcement for  t raf f ic  v io lat ions,  fur ther

exaspera t ing  the  congest ion  prob lem in  the  town.

Al l  day car  parkers who are us ing publ ic  t ranspor t ,  par t icu lar ly  on Rai lway Street ,

a l so  add  to  the  bu i l d -up  o f  conges t i on  i n  t he  town .

Walk ing Bluepr in t

The  Counc i l  wou ld  ag ree  w i th  the  p r i nc ip le  o f  mak ing  the  town  cen t re  more

accessib le  for  pedestr ians,  however  we would recognise the need for  developing

l inkages in  the town centre,  and the potent ia l  that  a l leyways and other  routes of fer

in  terms of  connect ing car  parks to  the town centre.  We would therefore ask for  due

cons ide ra t i on  to  be  g i ven  to  the  p rov i s ion  o f  pedes t r i an  l i nkages  w i th in  the  wa lk ing

b luep r i n t .

The Counci l  note that  the proposed walk ing routes,  both pr imary and secondary,

a l ready have pavements to  fac i l i ta te use by pedestr ians,  therefore we would

therefore ask the Depar tment  to  c lar i fy  exact ly  what  the i r  proposals  enta i l .

Cyc l ing Bluepr in t

The  Counc i l  ag ree  i n  p r i nc ip le  w i th  the  p roposa ls  i nd i ca ted  i n  t he  cyc l i ng  b luep r in t ,

a l t hough  the  rou tes  p roposed  cou ld  be  l i nked  toge the r ,  and  t i e - i n  w i th  the  ex i s t i ng

cyc le network.  Whi ls t  these proposals  are to  be welcomed,  fur ther  considerat ion

should be g iven to  cyc l ing networks to  and f rom the town centre a long other  main

ar ter ia l  routes in to the towns,  and on both adopted roads and through open space.
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Highway Blueprint

The Counci l  acknowledge that  the current  proposals  for  the Newcast le  Streetscape

scheme w i l l  he lp  w i th  t ra f f i c  managemen t  i ssues  w i th in  the  town  cen t re ,  i n  pa r t i cu la r

the prov is ion of  un loading bays for  serv ice vehic les,  and changes to  t ra f f ic

movement  at  Donard Street .  However ,  the Counci l  fee l  that  th is  a lone wi l l  not

add ress  the  se r ious  conges t i on  i n  Newcas t l e .  The  Counc i l  a re  o f  t he  op in ion  tha t  t he

proposal  to  make Shimna Road two-way of fers  a s ign i f icant  oppor tuni ty  both to

a l l ev ia te  t ra f f i c  conges t i on  and  a l so  suppor t i ng  the  economic  regenera t i on  o f  t he

town .  The  Counc i l  wou ld  the re fo re  w ish  to  see  th i s  p roposa l  i nc luded  i n  the  f i na l

T ranspor t  P lan .

The  Counc i l  wou ld  u rge  the  Depar tmen t  t o  keep  the  e f f i c i ency  and  ope ra t i ona l

qua l i t y  o f  a l l j unc t i ons  w i th in  and  a round  the  town  cen t re  under  rev iew .

There is  a lso a need to prov ide more car  park ing,  par t icu lar ly  towards the nor th and

west  of  the town.
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