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Dear Ms O’Neill
DRAFT SUB-REGIONAL TRANSPORT PLAN 2015

Armagh City and District Council welcomes the opportunity to respond to the Draft Sub-Regional Transport Plan
2015 Technical Supplement, Armagh City and District Council.

The Council responds as follows to each of the areas detailed:
Walking

e Council notes in the report that the pedestrian network wil' be improved across Northern Ireland and may
include improvement to footways, cress facilities and traffic cafety. The Council notes the nroposed walking
blueprint and would advise that it is currently in the process of securing funding for a major public realm initiative
for the city centre which will include, among other things, fociways improvements. The Council requests the
Department of Regional Development to fully engage in moving forward this project to ensurc complementarity of

work and avoid duplication of effort.
Cycling

The Council welcomes the development of cycle routes within the City Boundary. The Council is currently trying
to establish a Cycle Forum for the District which will hopefully >z utilised in this consultation process. It would
also be keen to be kept involved, particularly in light of providing :iafe routes to schools and developing walking and
cycling routes rather than undertaking separate studies.
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The plan should seek to establish circular routes of varying length to encourage cycling as a recreational pursuit in
addition to a mode of transport. However, the Council acknowledges the study as a major venture.

Highway Blueprint

e Council welcomes the commitment to taking forward the suggested Highway improvements, namely the
orth/West Link and East Link roads development. The future economic advancement of Armagh is constrained by
the city’s traffic congestion problems. These proposed developments will redress this and also bring further
development land presenting new commercial opportunities. However, the Council wishes to stress in relation to
both these highway investments that there is proper consultation and engagement with relevant stakeholders. The
Council has noted its concerns, in its response to the Department, i particular the proposed route for the North West
Link Road. The route proposed is some 40 years’ old and Councii is of the opinion that it does not fully take into
account developments which have been undertaken in Armagh in the intervening years since its conception. The
Council would therefore request that a new route is defined to reflzct present and future circumstances.

In summary, the Council welcomes the proposed investments as detailed in the Draft Sub-Regional Transport Plan
for the area. The Council notes from the report that the

implementation of the measures proposed in the report will be subject to appropriate economic appraisal, any
relevant statutory procedures such as environmental assessment, planning and land acquisition and the availability
of public money through normal budgetary processes’.

¢ proposed improvements are much needed to advance the future economic growth and regeneration of the city,
“particularly the roads investment. For this reason the Council requests that appropriate resources are made available

and even wiih a shoitel timeirame (0 progiess as sovn as possible i:ose much needed investmanis.
Yours sincerely

T T

Nora Winder
Head of Policy and Democratic Services
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